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UNCLAS PARIS 19951 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH REINVIGORATE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

1. BY DECREE OF 25 JULY 1975, THE GOF HAS REFORMED 

THE HIGH COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT. THE NEW COM- 
MITTEE IS COMPOSED OF 15 REPRESENTATIVES FROM VARIOUS 
GOVERNMENTAL SECTORS, INCLUDING THE EDUCATION, BUDGET, 
LAND USE, SCIENCE, ENERGY, AND HEALTH, AS WELL AS 20 
PERSONS CHOSEN ON THE STRENGTH OF THEIR PERSONAL COM- 
PETENCE. THE COMMITTEE WILL BE CONSULTED ON ALL RE- 
FORMS AND MAJOR NATIONAL PROJECTS THAT WILL HAVE AN 
IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT. IT WILL BE AUTHORIZED TO 
FORM SPECIAL STUDY GROUPS ON SPECIFIC PROBLEMS. THE 
MINISTER FOR QUALITY OF LIFE WILL BE THE CHAIRMAN. 

SERGE ANTOINE WILL BE SECRETARY GENERAL. 
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2. COMMENT: THE REFORM OF THE HIGH COMMITTEE FOR THE 
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ENVIRONMENT APPEARS TO RESPOND TO A CAMPAIGN 
PROMISE BY GISCARD TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL ECOLOGICAL 
COMMITTEE. IT MAY ALSO BE IN PREPARATION FOR A LAW 
TO BE PASSED IN THE AUTUMN CALLING FOR ALL LARGE GOF 
PROJECTS TO BE SUBMITTED IN ADVANCE FOR CONSIDERATION BY 
AN ECOLOGICAL COMMITTEE. IT IS PREMATURE TO PREDICT 
IF THE NEW COMMITTEE WILL WIELD ANY GREATER INFLUENCE 
THAN ITS PREDECESSOR, WHICH WAS VIRTUALLY MORIBUND 
AT THE TIME OF REFORM. HOWEVER, GISCARD'S PROMISED 
EMPHASIS ON A NEW TYPE OF GROWTH (A THEME PREDATING THE 
ELECTION) MAY INCREASE THE IMPORTANCE THE GOF ASCRIBES 
TO MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE. 
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